
SUBJECT: \The Situation in Czechoslovakia, July 23 - 2:30 P. M 


Alth ough the American press is headlining that the last of the troops h a ve 
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estimates that fi ve to six thousand troops are still in the country. j 

I * I continuing withdrawals and reductions of radio traffic 

but not necessarily complete withdrawal. 


The Soviet Defense Ministry has announced maneuvers during the next three 
weeks throughout the western part of the USSR, Such maneuvers do not fit 
any normal pattern. It would probably not have been necessary to make this 
public announcement, covering so much territory, for purely military purposes - 
which strengthens the impression that the move is designed for political pressure 
We do not have indicators pointing toward an imminent invasion. 
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It is still not clear what the Soviets mawnave said in the note reportedly 
delivered to the Czechs yesterday, My best guess would be that the note 
expressed concern for the security of Czechoslovakia's western frontier 
(stopping short of an actual demand to station Soviet troops), raised the arms 
cache matter, complained about Prchlik' s public proposals to change the 
Warsaw Pact command structure (and perhaps indicated that Prchlik should 
be removed), anid asked for better Czech control of the press. 





